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A man, deeply learned and thoroughly versed, not only in the 
Bible, but also in the books containing the marrow and fatness, the 
gist and pith of worldly knowledge, wisdom, and erudition, has well 
expressed it when he states that a chapter of the Bible contains more 
wisdom than half of the books written by men. That this is true 
needs hardly to be proved to a believer who has found on the pages 
of the Word of God what his soul has long been yearning for. I need 
not point out to you those gems and jewels, those crystallizations of 
divine love and grace that are strewn along the Sacred Records and 
exquisitely woven into them, words of promise, words of consolation, 
words of grace, words of comfort, in short, sweet words of a holy 
and righteous and merciful and loving God. The first of these pearls 
was given to our disobedient progenitors in Paradise when the Lord 
spoke to the Serpent, saying: “I will put enmity between thee and 
the woman and between thy seed and her Seed; it shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shalt bruise His heel.” That words as these are 
precious and have a pleasing ring to the ear and heart of the be- 
liever cannot be denied. 

That this learned man’s statement is beyond cavil and doubt can 
also be proved by the eighteenth chapter of Matthew from which our 
Gospel is taken. In the first verse of this illustrious chapter we hear 
Christ’s reply to the disciples’ question, “Who is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven?’ Jesus answers by placing a little child in the 
midst of them. And commenting on this somewhat peculiar action 
of His, He says: “Except ye be converted, and become as little chil- 
dren, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever, 
therefore, shall humble himself as this little child, the same is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” Lo, the affluence and wealth 
these few words contain! They tell you the way to heaven, and how 
to lead a godly life, two things that volumes discuss and do not tell 
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you correctly. We have all the works of ancient lore on this. The 
writings of heathen Greece and Rome try to answer these two points. 
Socrates, Plato, Solon, Homer, Cicero, Confucius, spent their lives 
trying, but failing, to answer what a few verses of the eighteenth 
chapter of Matthew set forth. One fourth of all works ever produced 
by man treat these topics: How can I obtain heaven? and, How 
can I lead a life worthy of it? None of them contain the correct and 
true answer save those alone that repeat Christ’s words: “Except ye 
be converted and become as little children.” 

Christ then continues to comment on offenses given to His faith- 
ful children, in most strenuous and forcible language. “Woe unto 
the world because of offenses! For it must needs be that offenses 
come; but woe to that man by whom the offense cometh!” Again, 
passing over several highly valuable truths, I point to another pearl: 
“The Son of Man is come to save that which was lost.” This truth 
is followed by the parable of the shepherd having hundred sheep, 
of which one had gone astray — putting forth, as only God can, the 
tender care and providence of the Shepherd of our souls. — Next we 
have a divine rule according to which we are to treat a brother that 
has trespassed against us. There are three stages given here. First, 
we are to tell him his fault between thee and him alone, that is, 
you are not to sound the thing abroad, not to tell your neighbors of 
it, but go to him alone, and admonish him in a brotherly and friendly 
manner in order to gain him. If he does not hear you, then take 
one or two with you that in the mouth of two or three witnesses 
every word may be established. And if he shall neglect to hear them, 
tell it unto the church, the congregation, which is the third and last 
stage. And if he neglect to hear the church, let him be to thee as a 
heathen man and a publican.— There are about twelve more great 
truths on which volumes of books have been written, that I would 
wish to call your attention to, to prove that the man who said a 
chapter of the Bible contains more wisdom than half of the books of 
the world is correct in his statement. But I must hurry to our text, 
which closes the chapter and treats of 


FORGIVENESS. 


I present this topic to you in a twofold aspect: 
1. God’s forgiveness; 2. Man’s forgiveness. 


ik. 

At the instance of a question put by Peter, “How oft shall my 
brother sin against me, and I forgive him?’ Jesus likens the king- 
dom of heaven “unto a certain king which would take account of his 
servants.” While reckoning, there was brought to him one that owed 
him ten thousand talents; and having nothing to pay, the king com- 
manded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he 
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had, to pay the debt. The servant fell down upon his knees, and 
worshiped him, saying, “Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay 
thee all” And behold, the lord of that servant, moved with com- 
passion, filled with sympathy and feeling, “loosed him, and forgave 
him that debt.” This king is God, our heavenly Father, as is stated 
at the end of the text. The servant brought before Him is man in 
his sinful state. Observe here the debt man owes God! Every sin 
that he commits on earth is a debt, not of money, not contracted by 
buying and borrowing, but a debt incurred by a breach of the divine 
Law, like the debt of a servant to his master; the master commands, 
and the servant does not obey; the servant withholds his service, 
wastes his lord’s goods, breaks his indentures, and thereby incurs the 
penalty. We are all debtors to God, for where is he among us that 
has lived up in every particular to the Master’s instructions? Have 
we loved Him, as we should, above all things in heaven and on earth? 
Have we feared Him in every act we did, in every word we spoke, in 
every thought that sprang up in our hearts? Have we trusted in Him 
and in nothing else beside Him? When the dawn of prosperity 
gladdened our countenances, when the rays of success pranced and 
danced around the works of our hands, when the mists of adversity 
covered our irradiated heaven, yea, when the night of misfortune and 
affliction fell down upon us in heavy clouds of darkness, did we then 
always trust in Him who has said, “I am with you alway’? Alas! 
we must confess, we too often looked away from Him to ourselves for 
deliverance, thereby distrusting Him. See, these are debts that we 
owe God, the payment of which He justly: demands from us. 

And all these shortcomings and omissions are kept account of, 
and we must shortly be reckoned with for them. For the king “would 
take account of his servants.” God even now reckons with us by our 
conscience. One of the first questions an awakened conscience asks 
is, How much owest thou unto thy Lord? Unless man’s conscience 
be bribed, it will confess the truth, saying, I owe ten thousand talents! 
Again, a day of reckoning is coming when these accounts will be 
called over, when every one on earth will be brought before the 
throne of God, and nothing but the blood of Christ will balance the 
account. He therefore that has not washed his garment in this blood 
to cleanse it from all sin and debt will be sold into perdition, will be 
delivered to the tormentor, till he pay all that is due unto the Master, 
which will never come to pass on account of the greatness of the debt. 

The debt is very great indeed. The king began to reckon, and 
one of the first defaulters who appeared owed ten thousand talents. 
The word used in the original to express “ten thousand” is myriads, 
innumerable talents, for the number of our sins is beyond computation 
by us; they are more than the hairs of our head, says the Psalmist. 
Who can understand the number of his errors, or tell how oft he 
offends? As the stars in the galaxy, as the drops of water in the 
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immense ocean, as the sands upon the seacost — so innumerable are 
our debts, our sins against God, innumerable, vast, legions, myriads 
of talents. Ah! we are under boundless obligations to God; for 
immense is the sum we owe Him. Again, they are talents, the 
greatest denomination ever used in the account of money or weight. 
Every sin is the load of a talent; “a talent of lead, this is wicked- 
ness,” says the prophet. 

The debt of sin is greater than we are able to pay. We read: 
“He,” the servant, “had not to pay.” Sinners are insolvent debtors. 
The Scripture is a statute of bankruptcy against us all. Silver and - 
gold cannot pay our debts. Sacrifice and offering cannot do it; our 
works cannot do it; for we are without strength and cannot help 
ourselves — we have not to pay. What shall we do? Who shall pay 
the debt? How can we relieve ourselves from this stupendous weight? 

We read in a paper a few days ago that Martin Luther, after a 
great trial, sought rest in sleep. In a dream he saw Satan standing 
at the foot of his bed. And Satan jeeringly said to him, “Thou art 
a pretty Christian! Hast thou the impudence to assume that thou 
art a Christian?” “Yes,” said Luther, “I am a Christian, Satan, 
because Christ has allowed me, as any sinner may, to come to Him.” 
“What!” exclaimed Satan, “thou a Christian? Thou art a pretty 
Christian, Martin! See what thou hast done!” And Satan took a 
roll and began to unroll it; and there at its head Luther saw some 
sins set down that had passed away into the dim distance of child- 
hood. He had forgotten them. Martin shrank as they struck his 
sight, but the roll was unrolled leaf after leaf, foot after foot; and, 
to his horror, he saw sin after sin he never knew anything about at 
all, written down there, complete in every detail—an awful list. 
And in his dream, he says, the sweat of mortal agony stood on his 
brow. He thought: “In truth, Satan has got the right on his side. 
Can such a sinner as this be just with God?’ He said, “Unroll it, 
unroll it!” and Satan jeeringly unrolled it, and Luther thought it 
would never end. At last he came nearly to the end; and, in 
desperation, Luther cried, “Let us see the end!” As the last foot 
of the paper rolled out, he caught sight of some writing, red as 
crimson, at the foot; and his eye saw the words: “The blood of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, cleanseth us from all sin.” — Ah, yes, 
dear friends, that is it, that pays the ten thousand, the myriads of 
talents we owe. “The blood of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
cleanseth us from all sin.” The blood that flowed from those pierced 
hands and feet on Calvary washes this debt away, stains it red; and 
when God sees the blood, He passes over, as the destroying angel did 
on the night the firstborn was slain in Egypt. The blood of Jesus 
Christ, God’s Son, purifies us; He it is that paid all we owe. He 
took our debts upon Himself, God held Him responsible and guilty 
for them; and that they were duly, satisfactorily, and fully paid God 
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has given us a receipt that tells us very plainly the debt is paid! 
You all know, I presume, what this receipt is? It is the glorious 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, which is nothing else than the proclamation 
of God to man that Christ’s sufferings and death have paid the debt 
of the human race. 

Ah, good news, joyous tidings of good things indeed for every 
sinner that admits he owes ten thousand talents and has not where- 
with to pay! Admit this, and fall down before your Lord and God, 
saying, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” and the Lord, moved 
with compassion, will loose you, and forgive you the debt that eternal 
punishment in hell could never pay. 

And as to the manner of this forgiveness, it is thorough, i. e., 
all the debts, all your sins, are forgiven, no matter how many they 
are, or how great they be; for where sin abounds, there does grace 
much more abound. Christ’s atonement was for the whole mass of 
sin, and His obedience to the Law was perfect throughout, so that no 
transgression of it on the part of man can be found that is not 
covered by the Savior’s obedience. Now, according to the fore- 
knowledge and counsel of God, Christ was placed in our stead, He 
was our Substitute, so that we, believing, have all our debts can- 
celed despite their greatness and multiplicity. 

Furthermore, forgive means to dismiss, to send away our sins. 
God no longer looks at them, but casts them behind His back. Since 
they have been atoned for, they are covered up by Christ’s righteous- 
ness in which the sinner appears before the divine Majesty. God 
never thinks of them to hold the sinner in any way whatsoever guilty 
of them. Forgiven includes also forgotten with God, to speak after 
the manner of man. It is a thorough, perfect, wonderful, grand, and 
invaluable forgiveness that the Gospel proclaims unto us; in a word, 
it is God’s forgiveness. 

ae 

Our text continues with the servant unto whom the lord had for- 
given the debt of ten thousand talents, saying that he went out and 
found one of his fellow-servants who owed him a hundred pence. 
And he laid hands on him, and took him by the throat, saying: “Pay 
me that thou owest!” His fellow-servant fell down at his feet and 
besought him, saying, “Have patience with me, and I will pay thee 
all.” And he would not, but went and cast him into prison till he 
should pay that debt. 

This is the Biblical description of an unmerciful, cruel, and 
selfish man. Ten thousand, a myriad of talents had been forgiven 
him, a sum amounting by computation to about ten million dollars. 
And this man meets one of his equals owing him one hundred pence, 
denarii, which amount to about seventeen dollars, and grasps him 
by the throat, exclaiming, Pay me what you owe me! This fellow- 
servant pleads for patience and sympathy— but in vain; he casts 
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him in prison until the debt is paid. Is not this a most horrid treat- 
ment? Does not this man manifest a most unsympathetic, unfeeling 
heart and spirit? Does not every one of us condemn the deed done 
here? Our feelings revolt against all such conduct and behavior. 

Still, my friends, we have here, in the form of a parable, the 
forgiveness of man. Alas, how many, how very many, are guilty of 
a similar conduct towards their neighbors! How prevalent is not 
this sin! There are two men that have been friends for years. 
A little trouble arises between them, say, for example, about some 
money. The one has wronged the other a little, and comes to him 
confessing it, but lo, he will not forgive him. He says, filled with 
wrath: “You have insulted me, you have wronged me, you have hurt 
my dignity, you have made my heart bleed. O I cannot, I cannot 
forgive you; no, never! And ah, the day will come when I can 
repay you doubly, and I shall do it, too. O revenge, revenge! My 
heart wants it, and it is so sweet! How will I not feed upon it! 
Ah, then I will throttle you and cast you into prison until the debt 
is paid!” This is the language, or the thought, of him that will 
not forgive his fellow-man. The thirst for revenge, harbored in his 
heart, often drives to unseemly severity and cruelty. 

Another class, which is far worse, for it presupposes hypocrisy, 
is, when one has been wronged, and the other, coming to him for 
forgiveness, says, “I forgive you,” but in his heart he says, Forget 
the wrong I cannot! On every occasion that turns up we see this 
spirit gushing forth from him and feeding itself. O most wretched 
beings that are so disposed against their fellow-men! What a folly 
they commit! Where will such conduct land them? In the same 
place to which the servant of the text came! When the lord heard 
of this, he called him and said, “O thou wicked servant, I forgave 
thee all that debt, because thou desiredst me. Shouldest not thou 
also have had compassion on thy fellow-servant, even as I had pity 
on thee?” And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tor- 
mentors till he should pay all that was due unto him. This will 
be the end of each and every one that does not forgive his brother, 
does not have pity on him as he should: he will be delivered unto 
the tormentors, where he will be eternally tormented for the sin 
committed here. 

Hence let us be scrupulously careful, dear friends, to forgive 
and pardon every wrong done us by our fellow-men; and if we have 
wronged them, let not the sun set ere we have asked them for pardon. 
I know it often is a hard task for our sinful flesh, when wronged, to 
forgive from the very depths of our hearts. But you will admit we 
should do it at once; for behold what God has forgiven us: a debt 
amounting to myriads and myriads of sins, all the sins we have 
committed during our lifetime in thought, word, and deed! All, all, 
the Lord of heaven forgives, if we acknowledge Christ as Him who 
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has already paid for them. God having forgiven us so much, should 
we not forgive our neighbors those little wrongs man can do us? 

Again, we profess to be Christians, followers of Christ. Then 
look at the example He has set us! See Him on the cross, mocked, 
scoffed, derided, despised, scorned, laughed at, most cruelly dealt 
with, most shamefully treated; still hearken to His prayer: “Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do.” “Father, forgive 
them!” — our Savior’s dying prayer, who was reviled, but reviled not 
again. Now, you are a follower of Christ; go therefore and do like- 
wise unto your fellow-men. 

And a second point, forget what is forgiven, since forgiving in- 
cludes forgetting. Never allow a forgiven wrong to prompt you to 
harm your neighbor, for this is revenge, which is a very damnable 
sin in the sight of God. He that says with his lips, “I forgive,” when 
this is not the expression of his heart, is a liar, and as such he 
deserves not to be called a follower of Christ. 

How often shall I forgive my neighbor? This question was put 
to our Savior by Peter, who believed about seven times would do; 
but Jesus answered, “I say not unto thee, Until seven times, but, 
Until seventy times seven,” denoting, in other words, as often as he 
trespasses against you, forgive him with heart, tongue, and hand. 
Do never believe that he is not worthy of it, for how can you know 
this? Has he not an immortal soul as well as you, a soul that has 
cost the Savior such a great price? Have you a right, then, to 
despise him? In what respect can you boast of being better? Are 
you not just as great a sinner as he? His “fellow-servant” Jesus 
calls you in the parable; this shows you that he is your equal. Why, 
then, say, He does not deserve forgiveness? O foolish man that speaks 
thus, either in words or in thoughts, for it shows how little he prizes 
the salvation of a soul. 

Furthermore, Jesus has taught His disciples to pray, and in this 
prayer, which should be the first and last thing uttered by every 
believer as long as he lives, we have a petition reading, “Forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us!” Every 
time the unforgiving and unpardoning man says the Lord’s Prayer, 
he implores damnation upon himself, for this petition means, Forgive, 
O God, my trespasses, my sins, as I forgive those of my neighbor! 
Now, he never forgives his neighbor, consequently he asks God never 
to forgive him. What is this but blasphemy? Or is it mockery? 
O be not deceived, God is not mocked! The mocker or blasphemer 
will receive his reward. Is it not great mercy and long-suffering on 
God’s part that He does not kill such a man on the spot? No; He 
will give him time until his dying hour to repent and forsake his 
sinful ways. O that every one would think of this when saying the 
Lord’s Prayer! Then he would not be slow to forgive his brother 
who has trespassed against him. 
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In conclusion hear the shocking message of Christ at the end 
of the text: “So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you 
if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their tres- 
passes.” Every one of you God shall deliver unto the tormentors of 
hell, every one who does not forgive his brother his trespasses from 
his heart. This is an awful warning, and may every one of us bear 
it in mind when he prays, “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us!” Yea, O Lord, forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors; pardon us as we pardon them; receive us 
as we receive them; have patience with us as we have patience with 
them; have pity on us as we have pity on them; have compassion 
on us as we have compassion on them; yea, forgive us as we forgive 
them, for Christ’s sake! Amen. 

F. W. Apams; contrib. by O. K. 
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Sermon on the Gospel for the Twenty-Fourth 
Sunday after Trinity. 
Marr. 9, 18—26. 


The name “Jesus” means “Savior,” or, more exactly: “The Lord 
is our salvation.” The angel who announced Jesus’ birth to Joseph 
alludes to this meaning of the word when he says to him: “And 
thou shalt call His name Jesus; for He shall save His people from 
their sins.” Because this Child was to save His people from sin and 
its consequences, He was to be called Jesus, the Savior, so that 
already His name might indicate His office and the purpose of His 
coming into the world, in order that every sinner, at the very sound 
of His name, might know that this Jesus is the Savior from his sins 
and from all the trouble into which sin has plunged him. 

Surely, this name Jesus, then, is a very beautiful name! What 
sweet, heavenly music to the ears of sinners is this name Jesus, 
Savior! And, my friends, it is a very appropriate name. For He 
that bears this name is in truth Jesus, a Savior. Many a person 
bears a name having a beautiful signification, but the name is 
altogether inappropriate in his case. Thus many a man bearing 
the name of John, which signifies, “Gift of the Lord,” does not at 
all deserve such a beautiful appellation, because he is wicked and 
godless. And so in many other cases. Not so, however, with Jesus. 
His name is Jesus, Savior, and He zs the Savior; He is our Savior, 
He saves us from all our troubles. This fact is most beautifully 
illustrated in to-day’s Gospel-lesson. By it we are taught: 

1. Jesus is the mighty Helper in all our troubles; 
2. Therefore let us take refuge to Him; 
3. Then we shall receive help at His hands. 
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ie 

Jesus is the mighty Helper in all our troubles; that is the first 
lesson our text inculcates. As such He is shown in two instances, 
first, by raising Jairus’ daughter from the dead, and secondly, by 
curing the woman with the issue of blood from her disease by a 
mere touch of His garment, after all medical help had failed and 
after she had suffered with the disease for twelve long years. In both 
cases all help seemed impossible: the woman had been given up as 
incurable by the physicians, and, of course, in the case of Jairus’ 
daughter help was altogether out of the question, for death scorns 
all human skill and power. But for Christ it was possible to ad- 
minister help even here where help seemed impossible: He healed 
the woman and restored the child to life, and thus proved Himself 
the mighty Helper and Deliverer in all troubles. 

For indeed, my hearers, we need such a Helper. Great and mani- 
fold are the troubles and trials that beset us in this world. Two of 
the greatest temporal evils that we are subject to we find right in 
the text: sickness and death. Truly, what a trial it was for this 
poor woman to be afflicted with that terrible disease for twelve years! 
How she must have suffered with it! And what a trial it must have 
been for her to find that she could not be cured after she had spent 
all the money she had for medicine! Again, how sorely afllicted was 
Jairus, whose only daughter, a girl in the bloom of years, is taken 
with a deadly disease and finally carried off by death before the help 
could arrive upon which he had still relied. Ah, it must have been 
hard! But such cases are frequent occurrences in this world. Many 
a person suffers from some disease or sickness all his life, and, though 
having spent all his substance for medicine in order to find relief, 
still is little bettered by it. And besides the host of ailments which 
man is heir to, how many other troubles and afllietions are there 
from which our body and mind suffer: poverty, fire, and other in- 
jury to our property, failure of crops, and a great many other things 
make life unpleasant for us. And finally comes the king of all 
horrors and takes us all: finally Death grasps us with his icy hand, 
and amidst frightful agonies separates our soul from the body. 

But in all these troubles and afflictions that beset our body in 
this life, we have a mighty Helper: Jesus, the Savior. By His 
almighty power He healed the sick woman in the text and raised the 
dead daughter of Jairus. And He showed Himself a mighty Helper 
not only in their cases; nay, during all the three last years of His 
life He went about through the Jewish country doing good, healing 
the sick, restoring sight to the blind and hearing to the deaf, yea, 
even raising the dead, so that His fame spread abroad through all 
the country, and people came to Him from everywhere, bringing the 
sick to Him that they might be healed, or beseeching Him to come 
and heal them. 
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But, say you, He no longer visibly sojourns upon this earth as 
He did in those days; He has long since left it and ascended up to 
heaven: how, then, can He still be our Helper in all troubles? True, 
He does not dwell among us visibly as He did at that time. He 
does not go about any more, laying His hand on the sick and raising 
the dead by His almighty “I say unto thee, arise!” And yet it 
remains true that He is still our mighty Helper. Although we cannot 
see Him, yet He is with us; for He is omnipresent, He is every- 
where; and He is almighty just as well as He was then. So, then, 
He still is able to help us in all our troubles, and He knows our 
troubles, too, and is willing to help us even to-day. His word of 
promise still holds good: “Call upon me in the day of trouble, and 
I will deliver thee.” And mark this, therefore: Whenever we ex- 
perience any deliverance from any kind of trouble, whenever we are 
cured of any disease, or when we receive help in any other trouble, 
even though we may see nothing miraculous about it, though it may 
appear altogether natural to us: in all these cases we must ascribe 
the help we have received to Him. For it is He that helps us through 
our fellow-men; it is He that heals our diseases by means of the 
medicines that effect the cure, which, if it were not for His almighty 
blessing, they could never do. 

Jesus, then, in the first place, is our mighty Helper in all tem- 
poral troubles. But these are not all the troubles to which we are 
subject. The greatest evils, of which temporal ills are only a faint 
picture, are the spiritual evils, the troubles that afflict our immortal 
soul. As the body of this woman in the text was subject to this 
terrible malady, so our souls are all afflicted with the horrible malady 
of sin, and as the daughter of Jairus must succumb to bodily death, 
so this malady of sin finally drags our soul into eternal death. Ah! 
these spiritual evils, these evils which afflict the soul, are a thousand 
times greater than the above-named temporal evils to which the body 
is subject. These can trouble us only a little while, they can last 
only a few years, only till death ends them forever. The former, 
however, the spiritual evils, afflict us not only here, but make us 
miserable and wretched for all eternity if we do not receive deliver- 
ance from them. 

Let us therefore give thanks and glory to God for having pro- 
vided help for us also out of these troubles. Jesus is the mighty 
Helper also in these troubles of the soul. That was indeed the 
principal object of His coming into this world to deliver us from the 
spiritual and eternal evils to which we were subject. Because He 
should save His people from their sins and all terrible consequences 
thereof, He was to be called Jesus, Savior. All His mighty and 
miraculous healings of diseases and the raising of the dead were only 
to be pictures and emblems of the mighty deliverance through which 
He should save mankind from the malady of sin and rescue them 
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from eternal death. To effect this, therefore, to become the mighty 
Helper from sin and everlasting death, He bled and died on the 
cross, suffering the consequences and penalty of our sins. Thus 
He rescued us from the guilt and power of sin. Ah, my, beloved 
hearers, what a glorious truth: Jesus is the mighty Helper from 
sin and eternal woe and death! Let us never forget this blessed and 
glorious truth! 
2. 

Now, then, my hearers, as Jesus is the mighty Helper in all our 
troubles, both bodily and spiritual, temporal and eternal, therefore 
let us take refuge to Him in all our troubles! Let us follow the 
examples of Jairus and the woman in the text who came to Him 
to get help and deliverance from Him in their dire afflictions, and 
who, as we shall see, were not disappointed. 

Yea, let us take our refuge to Christ, in the first place, in our 
temporal troubles. The woman here comes to Christ to be healed 
from her disease, and Jairus comes to ask help for his sick child. 
In like manner let us, my friends, go to Jesus when we are sick, 
sick though it be unto death, or when any other trouble afflicts us. 
It is indeed right to make use of the means that God has given us 
for curing diseases; we are not to despise medicine. We may also 
go to our fellow-men, especially to our fellow-Christians, and ask 
them for help in distress. The woman here had used medicine, yea, 
had spent all she had for that purpose, and she is not blamed for it. 
It is evidently looked upon as self-evident by the writers of the 
Gospels that she should do that. And hence we ought to do the same. 
But we are not to put our trust in these external things, we are not 
to put our confidence in our fellow-men as though they were the ones 
from whom we must expect help. For “cursed is the man that 
trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth 
from the Lord!” “It is better to trust in the Lord than to put con- 
fidence in man.” Alas! many a one has already found out that the 
friends upon whom he trusted for help in need deserted him in the 
time of trouble. And many a one has already experienced, like the 
woman here in the text, that medicine cannot always cure. For, as 
I said before, it is always the Lord, and He alone, that can help us, 
and without His blessing the remedies can avail us nothing. From 
Him all help must come, though He use external means to convey it. 
Therefore let us learn to take refuge to Him alone in all our troubles. 

Especially must we take refuge to Him also in our spiritual 
troubles. From Him alone must we expect help and deliverance from 
the evils that afflict our soul. With Him only must we expect to find 
cure from the dreadful malady of sin and to be rescued from the 
woes of eternal death, the consequence of sin. We are all so prone to 
look somewhere else for this help, to try to find it with ourselves. 
Alas, we are all so self-righteous! We think that our own works and 
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holiness are the remedy to cure that sickness’and thus to save us 
from everlasting death and damnation, which follows in the wake 
of sin. But oh! we must learn to cast away all this trust in our own 
selves; we must learn to give up all confidence in our own works and 
righteousness, for it can never save us. We are like the woman in 
the text: we may spend all our substance for the medicine of good 
works, and yet we will not be cured from the malady of sin, yea, like 
the daughter of Jairus, we must finally fall a victim to death in spite 
of all that we can do. Nay, we must come to Jesus; He alone is 
the mighty Helper also from the troubles of our soul, from the 
malady of sin and from eternal death. Only by taking refuge to 
Him can we hope to be saved; only His precious blood can wipe out 
the guilt of our sins and thus close the gates of death and hell 
against us. Oh, let us therefore not hesitate to come to Him and to 
seek refuge with Him! Let us follow the example of Jairus and 
the woman in the text, for we have the same blessed right and 
privilege that they had. 

But how can we come to Jesus? He is not sojourning among 
us as He did then, and we cannot walk up to Him and entreat Him 
to help us as Jairus and the woman did. True, we cannot approach 
Him in exactly the same manner as they did, and still we can come 
to Him just as they did. For remember that I told you before that 
He is with us invisibly; He sees all we do, and hears all we say, and 
so He can hear our supplications for help. Let us therefore not neg- 
lect to make supplication to Him, but let us diligently approach Him 
by prayer, and lay all our troubles and afflictions before Him. Let us, 
as did Jairus, fall at His feet and worship Him, beseeching Him: 
Come, Lord, and deliver me out of my troubles! Come, Thou mighty 
Helper, and rescue me out of my sore distress! And though, like 
the woman in the text, we be shy and too timid to ask Him, oh! let 
us, nevertheless, take heart; let us go to Him, for He can hear our 
prayer, even though we only approach Him from the back, as it were, 
and touch the hem of His garment, even though our prayer be only a 
sigh unheard by man,—it still ascends to His throne, and He will 
hear it and give heed to it. 

But still another thing is necessary in order that we may come 
to Jesus in the right manner: we must come with a believing heart. 
For thus Jesus says to the woman who had been healed from her 
disease, “Thy faith hath made thee whole.” And to Jairus, whom 
his servants would persuade not to trouble Christ any longer, because 
his daughter was already dead and therefore past help, as they thought, 
Christ says, “Be not afraid; only believe!” It was faith, then, that 
had procured Christ’s help for the poor woman; and Christ also 
admonished Jairus to believe, to have faith, if he would have his 
daughter raised from the dead. It was faith, then, that procured 
help from Christ. And so even to-day it is faith alone that will 
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procure His help in our troubles. With a believing heart, then, we 
must come to Him if we expect Him to hear our prayer. Therefore 
cast away all doubts and misgivings with which Satan and your heart 
would tempt you, but rely solely upon the promise of the Lord: 
“I will deliver thee in the day of trouble.” Take Him at His word; 
He cannot go back on that; He will, He must help you. 


3. 

And that, my hearers, is the third thing we learn from the text, 
that, if we take our refuge to Jesus, we shall receive help at His 
hands. Jairus and the woman came not in vain to get help from the 
Lord, but their wish was fulfilled: the woman was healed of her 
trouble by a mere touch of His garment, and Jairus received even 
more than he had come to ask; for he only asked the Lord to heal his 
daughter while she was yet alive, and instead of this the Lord comes 
and raises her from the dead, which Jairus most probably would have 
never dared to hope and ask. And as these two did not in vain seek 
help out of their troubles with Jesus, so also we shall not be dis- 
appointed if we come to Him for help. For, as we heard a while 
ago, He is still the same almighty Helper, although He is not visibly 
present among us any more, and His help therefore is as sure to 
come now as it was then, if only we do not fail to come to Him 
and ask help of Him with a believing heart. 

Yes, indeed, we shall find help with Him, always and in all our 
troubles. But we shall not always find help just as we desire it. The 
woman here in the text undoubtedly had often prayed God to deliver 
her from her terrible malady. But for a long time He did not help 
her. Twelve long years He made her suffer, her sickness foiling the 
skill of all the physicians. But at last His help did come. She 
heard of the great Prophet of Nazareth, and she resolved to go to 
Him. And lo! when she touched His garment, the fountain of her 
blood was dried up, she was well; and she felt immediately that she 
was healed. Thus, then, after long, patient waiting, the Lord’s help 
came to her most gloriously. The same way in the case of Jairus. 
He went to the Lord, beseeching Him to come down to his house and 
heal his daughter. And he pressed Him to come quickly. But what 
does the Lord do? He does not hasten as much as Jairus wished He 
would, but tarries with His help, and lo! before He arrives at the 
house messengers come and announce the death of the girl, seemingly 
making His help too late. But when all help seemed impossible, He 
showed that He is able to help even in death; He raised the dead 
child, thus proving His might and revealing His glory all the more, 
and making His help so much more welcome. 

And in the very same manner He frequently deals with us. In- 
stead of always hearing our prayer immediately, He makes us wait 
for His help; yea, not infrequently He allows our trouble and 
affliction to grow heavier and greater. When we are sick, He probably 
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permits the disease to get worse and worse. In poverty He causes us 
to sink deeper and deeper, sending one misfortune after the other, 
instead of bettering our circumstances. In spiritual temptation and 
affliction on account of our sin, He permits Satan to attack us more 
fiercely than he has done before; He makes us tremble more and more 
under Satan’s fiery darts, instead of delivering us and telling Satan 
to leave us alone. In that way, by withholding His help for a while 
both in temporal and spiritual troubles, He wishes to prove our faith, 
to see whether we will not forsake Him, and He wants to make us 
cling to Him so much more firmly and closely, and to pray so much 
more earnestly and fervently. And if we do that, if we persist in 
clinging to Him with a believing heart and in praying to Him for 
help and deliverance, then His help will finally come. And it will 
always come at the right time and in the best way. We are not the 
judges of which is the right time for us to be delivered out of our 
troubles. If the Lord would always help us just when we desire it 
most, perhaps it would make us proud, or indifferent towards His 
Word, and thus cause our eternal ruin. ‘Therefore He selects His 
own time, for He knows which is the best time, and therefore we 
ought to be willing to leave it to Him. And not only will He help 
at the right time, but also in the right way. Instead of healing us 
of a disease, He perhaps causes us to die of it, thus taking us away 
from this evil world, out of the reach of every trouble and trial. 
Thus His help is always sure to come at His own time and in His 
own way, but it always comes just at the right time and in the right 
manner; it always comes so that it promotes our temporal and 
eternal welfare, and in such a way that it tends to the glorification 
of His name. : 

Let us, then, trust in Jesus, our mighty Helper in all our 
troubles! Let us take refuge to Him alone, being assured that He 
will help us when His time will come. Amen. Gale: 


— tr 


Sermon Outline for Thanksgiving Day. 
Saad Ones 


We are glad that the national Day of Thanksgiving is come 
again. Its message is the same as in former years: it speaks to us 
of the bounty and faithfulness of our God. His hand has not been 
closed against our wants; He has even supplied us above our necessi- 
ties; He has given us enough and to spare. And His promises have 
never failed us. Oceans and continents, forests and fields, farms and 
factories, crafts and commerce, have again united in verifying His 
word: “He careth for you.” 

Our festival gladness, however, is subdued by a saddening re- 
flection, viz., that a special effort is necessary to rouse most men to a 
consciousness of their obligation to the merciful Sustainer of their 
lives and Stablisher of their temporal welfare. The sun that rose 
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this morning on our well-stocked barns and bursting larders, and on 
a thousand evidences of peace, plenty, and prosperity in city and 
country, shines into many a face that should look guilty. All the 
year around there has been so much cause for thanking God for 
His goodness, and praising Him for His wonderful acts, that we are 
ashamed to know that we have beheld all, and appropriated all, and 
enjoyed all, without acknowledging, in a proper and lasting manner, 
the gracious Hand which bestowed all. Even the festival celebration 
of this day, in most instances, will not mend matters; for the majority 
of men will devote this day to anything rather than holy meditations 
and exercises of religious gratitude. The beautiful lesson intended 
by this day will be lost upon the dull understanding of most cele- 
brants, and of the rest, who understand its lesson, many will not heed, 
or speedily forget it. 
Accordingly, we join the Psalmist in his ardent appeal: 


“O THAT MEN WOULD PRAISE THE LORD FOR HIS GOODNESS 
AND FOR HIS WONDERFUL WORKS TO THE CHILDREN 
OF MEN!” 


1. There are magnificent reasons why men should do so. 

The words of our text are a refrain: at stated intervals in his 
sacred hymn the holy writer sums up his thought and sentiment in 
these words. (See vv. 15. 21. 31.) The Psalmist has, as it were, 
catalogued the mercies of God on His people, and in recounting their 
number and variety, he checks himself again and again, and inter- 
jects this solemn call: “O that men would praise the Lord,” ete. 

One reason why men should praise the Lord is indicated in His 
very name, “the Lord.” He is the majestic Being who exercises 
absolute lordship over all things, and is worthy to receive homage 
from every one. 

But the Psalmist has stated the great cause for thankfulness in 
the opening words of his Psalm: 1. “for He is good;” 2. “for His 
mercy endureth forever.” Our Lord is not a ruthless monarch who 
compels unwilling obedience, but He is a Ruler who wins love and 
loyal allegiance from His subjects by His acts of overwhelming 
kindness. 

The body of the Psalm exhibits how God’s love and pity has 
operated in a great variety of instances. He has rescued men from 
their enemies, v. 2; He has gathered the nation from the four 
corners of the earth, v. 3; He has been the famished traveler’s 
Support and Guide, vv. 4—7; the afflicted, the distressed, the dying 
have been succored by Him, vv. 9—14; He has staid the ravages of 
the Destroyer, and soothed the conscience that was writhing under 
fierce and just accusations, vv. 16—20; He has been the emigrant’s 
and the merchant’s pilot on the seas, and has carried men and their 
goods safely through perilous tempests, vv. 22—30; He has blessed 
the farmer, the ranchman, the builder of cities, and the husband 
and father of many children, vv. 32—43. 

“See what variety of conditions, character, occupation, experience, 
are portrayed in this one Psalm—the desert, the city, the sea, the 
prison, the traveler, the exile, the sailor, the disease-stricken, the 
captive, the storm-tossed, the rescued.” (Conway.) There is no age, 
no estate, and no station in life in which men may not find words 
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here that meet their case. The goodness and merey of God extend to 
all alike, though their manifestation is in a thousand different forms, 
to suit the individual and the occasion. To all, therefore, goes out 
the summons: “O that men would praise the Lord,” ete. 

When men are brought to a realizing sense of the immense, 
untold blessings that have been showered upon them in a thousand 
different shapes and forms every hour of their lives, during the busy 
hours of toil and during the hours of retirement and rest, there should 
rise from this God-blest earth an anthem of praise that would rend 
the skies, and be caught up in the heavenly courts above by the 
chorus of the celestial singers of the praises of the Lord, of whom 
the poet has said: “Thankfulness is the tune of the angels.” Heaven 
and earth should thus become united in a conjubilant throng, and 
the Lord should be pleased to dwell amid these praises of His 
children. 

However, it is not only the multitude and variety of God’s 
blessings, but still more the fact that His perfect kindness, love, and 
condescension, and His mercy, 7. e., His cordial pity of men, who 
really deserve no pity, have prompted these kindnesses. No selfish 
conditions are attached to any of His favors, and no angry thoughts, 
such as He would be justified in harboring, are allowed to check 
their unceasing flow. 

This reflection enhances the value of God’s benefactions to us. 
His works, viewed in themselves, are great and wonderful; but the 
motives from which they flow are still greater and fairly amaze us. 
“Whoso is wise,” ete., v. 43. 

2. It is an inexpressibly pitiful fact that men are so loath to 
praise the Lord. 

There is a sad undertone in the refrain of this Psalm. The 
thing which the Psalmist desires of all men is the thing which they 
will not do. There are many reasons for this. The world is full of 
professed infidels, agnostics, skepties, evolutionists. These people 
scout the idea of a personal God and His hourly interference with 
the course of events in this world and the lives of men. There is 
nothing wonderful in the world to these men, except what they 
themselves produce. — Besides these, there are many practical in- 
fidels, who act as if they were under no obligations to God although 
they do not say so outright. — Still others there are who do not mean 
to cheat God of the honor due Him, but who forget the mercies of 
the Lord amid the pleasures, gayeties, and vanities, or amid the cares 
and sorrows of this life, and who occasionally question the goodness 
and the mercy of the Lord. 

“Do not let the empty cup be your first teacher of the blessings 
you had when it was full. Do not let a hard place here and there 
in the bed destroy your rest. Seek, as a plain duty, to cultivate a 
buoyant, joyous sense of the crowded kindnesses of God in your 
daily life.” (Maclaren.) 

It has been said that “gratitude is the memory of the heart.” 
The heart is by nature treacherous; only the Lord Himself can 
subdue it in all its moods, and make it serve Him. Let us pray Him 
daily for this grace above every other grace, that our heart may be 
kept in believing union with Him through the operation of the Holy 
Spirit in us by means of His precious Word. 


